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Choose A9Birds for your next break in the Scottish Highlands….. 
 
Editor’s Note: I think this a very generous opportunity for HOS members, 
Please read on…….. 
 
Mike and Karen Crutch are offering 15% discounts for solo birders on full day or 
half day birdwatching trips in the Scottish Highlands (the basic charge is £10 per 
person per hour). If travelling with a friend or partner (Mike can take up to three 
people in his 4x4) then the discount of half price rates (i.e. £5 per person per hour) 
apply to any 2nd and 3rd person.  
 
The rates are the same regardless of whether the customer is a birdwatcher, a 
photographer or both. Please note, however, that specific charges may apply to 
any private access hide photography, such as at sites for fishing Ospreys. Over 
the winter of 2015/2016 Mike will be expanding access to hides, hopefully allowing 
the viewing of Black Grouse and Short-eared Owl. 
 
Contact details are via telephone and web-site (see the flyer above). Also see the 
web-site for further details. The contact address for invoicing is Easter Greens, 
Dunphail, Moray, IV36 2QR. Invoices can also be received electronically. 
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Editorial                

DEADLINE FOR SPRING 2016 KINGFISHER 
 KINGFISHER   1st JANUARY 2016 

Firstly I would like to welcome everybody to this latest issue of Kingfisher 
magazine and to draw your attention in particular to the Atlas advert (see 
above) and the requests for assistance with the coastal bird surveys  
described on pages 20 to 22.  
 
Otherwise I don’t really have too much to say of any importance, although I 
could always waffle on if I had the space. One more thing that I would like to 
say though is that I have now run out of my supply of extra Kingfisher 
articles and so I certainly need quite a lot more for the next issue. I’m 
afraid a 52 page magazine, although quite impressive to look at, takes a lot  
Of work to fill! 
 
I would also recommend for next time that you send anything (if at all 
possible) by 15th December. I find that I’m always waiting for late items well 
into the New Year because people have run out of time at Christmas!                     
  

Phil Budd 
 

ATLAS UPDATE 

 

Thanks to all the HOS members who have already paid for the Atlas via our pre-

publication offer. It is a large book and the last stages of editing took a little longer 

than hoped, but it is now at the printers and should be available in the next few 

weeks! We hope you will understand this delay - and will think it was well worth  

waiting for. 

 

The pre-publication offer has been extended until November 30th and the Atlas can 

still be ordered online via the HOS website at http://www.hos.org.uk/index.php/atlas or 

by post by sending a cheque for £25 payable to HOS to Atlas Offer, c/o Bryan 

Coates, Bryan & Sandy Coates, 8 Gardner Way, Chandlers Ford, Hampshire  

SO53 1JL. 
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  KINGFISHER 

  

Hampshire Ornithological Society Newsletter 
  

The Magazine for Hampshire Birdwatchers 
 

Advertising rates  
 

The Newsletter is produced 4 times a year and sent to 1,500 bird-
watchers and naturalists primarily in and around Hampshire.   Addi-
tional copies are sold at outlets.  It is A5 format, with 52 pages.  You 

can take a full page, half or quarter page advert, and have it in all four 
issues with or without photos/artwork. 

 
The rates are £90 full page, £50 half page, £35 quarter page.  If two 
or more issues are required, the rates are reduced by 20%.  It may 

also be possible to do it as a loose insert.  If necessary we can make 
up the advert, if given the required text and pictures. 

 

Adverts can be sent on disc, or emailed direct as  
attachments, to photos@hos.org.uk 

  
                       

“WEAR THE KINGFISHER WITH PRIDE.” 

  
Our HOS emblem appears on all our clothing – Polo 
Shirts, Sweat Shirts, Fleeces and Baseball Caps. 
 
 

We carry a stock of different colours and sizes and can order any of your 
preferences for speedy delivery. 
 
As well as the latest HOS annual Bird Report we have a large stock of back 
numbers.   
  

Sales Officers:- Bryan and Sandy Coates – telephone 02380 252960. 

email sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk
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                      Strait of Dover project.   
 
I am one of those ever-optimistic (possibly a little deranged) bunch of people 
who spend hours on the Hampshire coast, usually in the spring, attempting 
to see a ‘Pom’ (a Pomarine Skua, if you are wondering), or at least, a tern or 
two. When passage gets slow, conversation sometimes gets round to  
speculating whether it is any better further up the coast, or even on the other 
side of the Channel, at Cap Gris Nez, for example. Well there are others  
further up the Channel who are asking the same questions and are trying to 
co-ordinate recording. One of the early movers in this Project, Phil Redman 
sent me the following information. 
 
“The Strait of Dover is known as one of the most important flyways for mi-
grating and wintering birds in the Western Palearctic.” 
 
In April 2014 a meeting, organised by the Parc Natural Regional des Caps et 
Marais d’Opale (PNRC) was held at Ambleteuse, Pas-de-Calais, at which 
representatives of several French groups interested in bird migration in the 
Strait of Dover, together with Dungeness Bird Observatory participated.   
 
At the same time a book ‘La migration des oiseaux sur le littoral du Pas-de-
Calais’ was published. Initially available only in French it is now available in 
an English edition ‘An Overview of Migrant Marine and Coastal Birds.’ Both 
editions are available free on line for download at:  www.parc-opale.fr/
bibliotheque.asp?rub=1  
   
As a result of the meeting it was considered that efforts should be made to 
establish coordinated observations between the English and Continental 
coasts under the heading of the ‘Strait of Dover Project’. An area which can 
be defined as between Cap de l’Hague (France) and St. Catherine’s Point 
(IOW) in the west and Breskens (Holland) and North Foreland (Kent) in the 
east. 
 
On 15 July 2015 a meeting took place at Dungeness Bird Observatory (DBO) 
attended by representatives of the PNRC, Groupe Ornithologique du Nord 
(GON), Eden 62 and Cap-Ornis Baguage (COB) for France and DBO and 
Sandwich Bay Bird Observatory for England. It was agreed to set up a pilot 
scheme of standardized recording for a limited number of species common 
to both coasts and to start immediately for the autumn migration season of 
2015.    
 

   
 

http://www.parc-opale.fr/bibliotheque.asp?rub=1%20/%20_blank
http://www.parc-opale.fr/bibliotheque.asp?rub=1%20/%20_blank
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The results will be analysed and discussed in February 2016; after which it 
is hoped to extend the project to include other species and also that other 
sites within the Strait of Dover will join in this international programme.  
 

If you would like to learn more, the contact is Gill Holly, Chairman of 
Dungeness Bird Observatory at gholly@waitrose.com.” 

mailto:gholly@waitrose.com%20/%20_blank
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     A Magical Mystery Tour 
         (Towards Giving Nature a Home) 
 
The recent State of UK Bird Report makes depressing reading, along 
with other conservation setbacks, 2015 did not get off to a good start, so 
it’s welcome news to write a positive article. 
 
The report describes in detail the serious declines in the UK’s bird species, 
with farmland species coming under close scrutiny. Farmers generally take 
the brunt of our blame, but farming now is a modern business, run on strin-
gent and economical lines. Farms operate to meet our ever-continuing de-
mands for cheap, unblemished food. 
 
We yearn for the nostalgic farming era of yesteryear, to turn back time from 
intensive agriculture, but modern farms have to be sterile working environ-
ments, perfectly designed fields of Bauhaus symmetry, bleached of anything 
untoward. So we ‘garden for nature’, tinkering by leaving partial strips of scrub 
and weed in the regiment’s rows of sanitized crops, ‘X’ marks the spot for any 
enterprising predator. 
 
I needed cheering-up, what better way than a day’s bird watching with friends. 
So, I arranged a morning on the coast, lunch at the sailing club, followed by 
an afternoon over-viewing the harbour, then a dash to pick-up the Short-eared 
Owl and hunting Merlin, who could refuse such an offer I thought! Well they 
could! With the response of “why don’t you come over to see my new farm 
project?”. Arranging to pick them up, on arrival, I was delighted to hear a 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker drumming in the wood, next to the house, good 
start I thought!  
 
Driving over to the farm a Reeve’s Pheasant greeted us by the entrance gate, 
parking by the barn I was now very curious to find out what’s what, and weed-
out the information, so the bribe of soup and bread came out! 
 
Raven and Buzzard were displaying overhead, a flock of Meadow Pipits saun-
tered by, and breeding Stonechats came out to see who was disturbing their 
peace. I needed the call of nature so venturing into the barn I was aware of a 
mass of owl pellets, later analysis of these pellets, showed a variety of mam-
mals had been caught. 
 
Mercenary that I am, my first thoughts were ‘this has to be worth a fortune?’, 
so naturally the question was, “what are you going to do with the land?”, to 
which the reply came, “it’s going to be a nature reserve”. 
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At which point I nearly collapsed, and my already high 
blood pressure properly went way beyond my 250 record 
mark, I felt like imitating a half-naked androgenic Ryan 
Giggs, wheeling my shirt above my head, whilst running 
around the field, howling my head-off. 
 
Trying to take in all the information being relayed to me 
was extremely difficult, as I was thinking birds; the possi-
bility of Willow Tit entered my brain, finding a flock of 
feeding Marsh Tit increased my optimism. The hedge-
rows looked ideal for Nightingale too, along with other 
warblers and possible Turtle Dove. 
 
The land showed light agrochemical farming of low  

intensity, limited amounts of herbicides and insecticides had been used, and 
the woods showed light coppicing, go back 50 years and it must have looked 
roughly the same. The land is a mixture of hedgerow fields, rough pasture, 
wood, copse and ancient woodland.  
 
The woods were full of birds, the rides were wide which led to larch and coni-
fer plantations, this looked potential Hobby territory, and even the possibility of 
rarer birds of prey. There are dewponds, boggy areas, and streams with 
spawning fish. The land comes with a very large badger sett; deer and fox 
were also present. It is nirvana for anyone interested in any discipline of wild-
life. 
 
We suffer a lot of hot air from media conservationists, 
who make a very tidy living without getting their hands 
dirty, for an individual to finance this project because 
of his love for nature is almost unheard of in this world 
of greed and self indulgence. 
 
If we are serious about sharing with the other inhabit-
ants of this planet, then we have to give up rights that 
we feel belong exclusively to us, land being one, this is 
an unique project, generosity given back to nature, by 
one man who has a vision and deep love of the natu-
ral world, whom I’m very proud to call a friend.                                                                             
 
This project deserves to succeed and every effort should be made to protect 
this unique landscape, and that’s not just from future development but also 
from over zealous conservation management from those entrusted to care for 
this reserve.  
 

Primrose 

Marsh Marigold 
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If managed correctly then Hampshire has a wildlife 
sanctuary for future generations, we can’t afford to 
mess this one up, as we have done to our other 
nature reserves. 
 
At the present time of going to press there are 53 
bird species recorded. I counted 115 Stock Doves, 
along with a flock of 85 Linnets, which indicates the 
habitat is suitable for flocks of seed eating birds. 
There are Red-legged Partridge, introducing the 
grey will be a hard task, but the difference between 
the project on the Duke of Norfolk’s Estate which 
we heard about at our AGM and here, will be that 
these birds will not be shot. 
 

On the same line could Cirl Buntings be reintroduced back into Hamp-
shire? Yes it’s possible; the hedgerows are there along with bountiful in-
sects and seeds. 
 
‘Let’s give nature a home’, is the new strap line for the RSPB, we can-
not waste this golden opportunity to put those words into practice. 
 

Tom Bickerton - April 2015 
 

All of the images that appear in this article were taken at Biddenfield 
Farm by Tom Bickerton. 
 
 

 

Above: View of Biddenfield Farm 

Field Speedwell 
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                 Pictures: Parents and Offspring 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Credits: 
Please see Page 51 
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                   At the limit of their range  
– the Cuckoo and other birds in North West Russia 
 
Nick Davies’s new book Cuckoo: Cheating by Nature has reminded me 
that 2014 was my best Cuckoo year ever.  It started in the spring when a 
Cuckoo could be heard calling regularly from the vicinity of St Catherine’s 
Hill, just to the south of Winchester.  In May I had excellent views of what 
appeared to be a very confident bird close to the coast near Lymington.  
But the highlights came in June in north western Russia.  Had Nick Da-
vies’s book been available then this would not have come as quite the sur-
prise it did: I had not done my research thoroughly!   
 
I thought that I was well prepared for a trip ashore to the Kanin Peninsula 
on an expedition cruise to the White Sea from Norway.  There are still 
some places in Europe where access is a challenge. The Kanin Peninsula 
in the Nenets Territory of North West Russia is one such place.  It is “more 
or less inaccessible”.  There are no roads, no ferries, no airstrips for miles. 
At 68º 23´N this remarkable place was the most northerly but also the re-
motest place of all those we visited on this trip to see the natural features 
but also something of the history and architecture of the White Sea, which 
lies just astride the Arctic Circle at a longitude of between 33º and 43º 
East.   
 
We went ashore by zodiac and then we walked across the tundra with melt 
water streams rushing through willow scrub from the fells above.  In the 2

nd
 

edition of the Collins Bird Guide the Kanin Peninsula is the first stub of land 
to the east of the Kola Peninsula (almost at the top of the maps towards 
the right hand corner!)  If you look at the map for the Red-throated Pipit 
you will see that it is coloured orange for breeding and breeding they cer-
tainly were.  But they shared their nesting habitat with another bird which 
was, perhaps, even more numerous.  This was the Bluethroat which in the 
Collins is not shown on the Peninsula.  To see and hear these birds at 
what must be the absolute limit of their range was thrilling. On the tundra 
itself Horned Larks were particularly abundant and Golden Plovers and 
Willow Grouse easily seen. 
 
The Cuckoos came later.  Not that we were even expecting them because, 
as I have said, I hadn’t done my homework.  Had I done so, I would have 
known that there are an estimated 1000 to 10000 migrant Cuckoos in Rus-
sia according to a 2009 report.  How many of those reach the furthest 
northern extent of their range it doesn’t say.  When you think that this 
northern boundary is about 3000kms from London and they have already 
come over 6000kms from Africa one can only wonder at their achievement.  
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 We came across our first 
Cuckoo in the region of 
Arkhangel on a trip up the 
river Zolotitsa, one of the 
smaller rivers which flows 
into the White Sea.  This 
was at latitude 65º 42.51´N 
so just south of the Arctic 
Circle.   This Cuckoo was 
not to be seen, though.  
Our second Cuckoo ap-

peared suddenly swooping over the beach on the island of Anzer, one of 
the Solovetsky Islands in the southwestern reaches of the White Sea, and 
after several low level flights disappeared.  Our third Cuckoo, or I should 
say Cuckoos, were real showoffs.  By then we had reached the south east 
coast of the Kola Peninsula. 
 
The setting was an old village of well weathered wooden houses adjacent 
to one of the many rivers that flow from the Kola into the White Sea. It was 
one of a decreasing number of villages settled by the Pomors several cen-
turies ago. The Pomors, the name meaning people living along the coast, 
had been great explorers, traders and settlers of the Arctic, sailing as far 
afield as Svalbard. The village of Pyalitsa (just below the Arctic Circle—
see above) stood at the edge of the tundra and was covered with scrubby 
willow on boggy ground.  Spring had just arrived in these parts although it 
was the middle of June.  
 

 
 

Pyalista, Kola Peninsula, Russia 

Above and to the right:  
Cuckoos in north west Russia 
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The two Cuckoos made their presence very obvious and posed on the 
telephone wires and the wooden beams of the houses.  If we had needed to 
have our attention drawn to their presence, the Meadow Pipits would have 
ensured that it was.  One Meadow Pipit in particular was doing its best to 
chase off the  Cuckoo by constantly harassing the bird from very close 
quarters.  This noisy harassment continued throughout our visit but probably 
in the end the Meadow Pipit lost the match and ended up feeding a young 
Cuckoo.  There were lots of other passerines in the area but would they have 
been acceptable to these Cuckoos? 
 
All three locations where we found the Cuckoos were very remote places 
completely cut off from modern infrastructure.  The only access was by sea 
and, in some cases, un-made-up roads.  They appeared to be ideal, if rather 
severe, bird breeding locations.  On the Collins map the breeding area of the 
Cuckoo stops just short of the north coast of the Russian mainland.   
 
Presumably these Cuckoos go that far north for the same reason other birds 
go to the Arctic – for the long days and abundant food.  Clearly many don’t go 
that far.  But can we expect to see more Cuckoos in the far north in the future 
as climate change pushes birds further and further north. 
 
On our way back from Murmansk we stopped off in Kirkenes, Norway, in 
order to take a trip down the Pasvik Valley with a local bird guide.  But that is 
another story.   
 

Andrea Owen & Martin Holmes 

Above: 
Turnstone in summer plumage 
Pennington 15.8.15 Andy Tew 

Below: 
Avocet  
Hampshire coast 
5.7.15 John Moseley 
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                                      BOOK REVIEW 
 

Inglorious – Conflict in the Uplands by Mark Avery. 
 
Published in hardback by Bloomsbury. 
ISBN: 978-1-4729-1741-6. 
Price: £16.99. 
 
This is a book that makes you mad; it makes you curse and swear - given you 
are a birder or a conservationist that is. If however you are a ‘toff in tweeds’ as 
Mark describes the grouse moor owners and shooters then I guess you will 
have not have completed the book particularly after the criticism aimed at you 
in Chris Packham’s foreword. He does not hold back! 
 
Inglorious – Conflict in the Uplands details the considerations behind 
Mark’s decision to lead the campaign to ban driven grouse shooting in the UK. 
The book provides details of the illegal persecution of birds of prey in the UK 
uplands with a particular focus on the Hen Harrier. Mark provides an oversight 
into the management of the grouse moors and the various scientific studies on 
habitat management and raptors persecution completed in recent times. He 
then outlines his conclusions and action plan including the drafting of a UK 
Government e-petition to secure a ban on driven grouse shooting. 
 
Inglorious is a most absorbing book and has surely convinced me to be more 
proactive in the protection of our native wildlife. Hopefully it will also convince 
many more who are presently sitting on our hands while a few ‘toffs’ are 
wrecking the upland moors and slaughtering our birds of prey. 
 
While it may be many years before the moors are returned to their natural 
state and the raptor population recovers, I believe this book and the 
subsequent action plan will be seen as the starting point for the success. As 
birders and conservationists we must do our bit to support this campaign and 
this book provides the information and direction required. 
 
References: 
Mark Avery’s blog: http://markavery.info/blog/ 
UK Government E petition:  https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/104441 
 

George Baker 

Editor’s note: Also please the article starting on page 16, especially the 

second paragraph on page 17. 

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/104441
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  The Politics of Nature Conservation – the next five years 
 
For those of us passionate about nature conservation the last General Election 
was pretty bleak with none of the main parties offering any serious remedies to 
deal with the legacy of environmental decline of recent decades. Now with a 
new government in place the prospects for any improvement seem as remote 
as ever. A common theme of environmental policy in the past has been the 
disinclination of governments to stand up to the vested interests who now have 
power over our natural environment and who have caused so much damage to 
our wildlife. This is true of all exploitative activities covering farmland, the ma-
rine environment and the uplands where driven grouse shooting has caused 
such damage. The Conservatives’ close association with landed interests 
means this approach seems bound to continue. Their new DEFRA team partly 
reflects this with, for instance, the appointment of Lord Gardiner, a leading light 
in the Countryside Alliance and staunch advocate for hunting interests, being 
appointed as DEFRA spokesman in the Lords. On the other hand Rory Stew-
art, known for his thoughtful television series on Afghanistan, may make a rea-
sonably sensitive under-secretary for the natural environment if he is allowed 
sufficient freedom of action. Or am I clutching at straws? 
 
The 50% decline in farmland bird numbers since the 1970’s clearly indicates 
the devastation that agricultural intensification has caused. Unfortunately the 
EU, a force for good in other aspects of nature conservation, has for years 
promoted intensification through its Common Agricultural Policy. The Con-
servative manifesto pledges to ‘spend £3 billion from the CAP to enhance  
England’s countryside over the next 5 years’. This seems to suggest that farm-
ers will have greater environmental obligations in return for part of their subsi-
dies but the National Farmers Union will, as always, fight this and then we will 
see whether the government stands up to them for once. So far the omens are 
not good as the new government has already agreed to extend the pointless 
badger cull to Dorset and to relax the EU suspension of neonicotinoid pesti-
cides at the NFU’s request despite evidence showing that these pesticides are 
harmful to pollinators and birds. So far, heavy lobbying by the NFU and pesti-
cides industry has been more persuasive to government than that of the wild-
life organisations. Unfortunately the pesticides industry is as powerful and un-
trustworthy now as it was in the 1960’s when it spent huge sums unsuccessful-
ly trying to discredit the evidence in Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring about the 
harm done by organochlorines even though it knew that she was right. 
 
As well as being voters we do all have a role as consumers in determining 

what type of farming we want. Organic farming offers the best environmental 

outcome and should appeal to those of us who support nature conservation. 

However we need to be aware of the labelling. Soil Association 

(www.soilassociation.org) labelled food is produced to the highest  
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environmental standards whereas the NFU-promoted Red Tractor label, criticised 

by conservationists like George Monbiot (The Guardian 29 May 2015) for barely 

rising above minimum legal standards, has much lower ones and is not organic. 

Our seas are as damaged by over-exploitation as our farmland and the recent 
findings that around 80% of seabirds worldwide have plastic in their stomachs 
shows how alien they have now become for wildlife. The Marine Conservation 
Society considers that overfishing, habitat loss and pollution are the main drivers 
of marine degradation and all marine species around our coasts are at risk 
including birds. In 2009 the then Labour government’s Marine and Coastal 
Access Act provided for the designation of Marine Conservation Zones. There 
were plans for 127 such zones but during the period of the Coalition government 
only 25 were designated. As Mark Avery has commented, at this rate it will take 
25 years to designate all of them. The Conservative manifesto says it will 
complete the network of MCZ’s that it has already started but it gives no time-
scale. Unfortunately the zones are not being designated on scientific grounds 
alone but have to go out for consultation with those who currently exploit them 
and may not end up with full protection even if designated. The Wildlife Trusts 
(www.wildlifetrusts.org) have set up a ‘friends of the MCZ’s’ who they hope will 
submit their views during each consultation. So far there are around 8100 friends 
which is only about 1% of the total Wildlife Trusts’ membership of 800,000. 
 
A major wildlife issue of the past year has been the plight of the Hen Harrier and 
the petition on the government website sponsored by Mark Avery for the 
prohibition of driven grouse shooting. The Hen Harrier is almost extinct in 
England due to persecution by grouse moor managers despite there being 
available habitat for over 300 pairs. This summer five more male Hen Harriers 
disappeared in the north of England and as always the rate of disappearances 
was too great to be explained by chance alone. In its report A future for the Hen 
Harrier in England (2008) Natural England concluded that ‘there is compelling 
evidence that persecution continues, both during and following the breeding 
season’ and that it ‘continues to limit the Hen Harrier’s recovery in England’. In 
view of this presumption of criminal activity the government’s failure to act 
suggests tacit support for the industry. The Conservative manifesto pledges to 
protect hunting and shooting because, amongst other things, it considers that 
‘they benefit the environment’. However the evidence suggests that the reverse is 
the case. Last time Mark Avery’s petition had 20400 supporters which was a bit 
low considering there are around a million RSPB members many of whom might 
have been expected to give their support. He has started a new petition which 
can be supported at (http//petition.parliament.uk/petitions/104441). 
 
In view of the desperate situation that our wildlife is in, what can we do? Chris 
Packham has, as ever, been making valiant efforts to rally some kind of 
opposition to the government’s anti-wildlife policies. His call for our environmental  



18 

NGO’s to be more vocal against the culling of badgers, driven grouse shooting 
and the proposed reintroduction of fox-hunting has incurred the irrational 
intervention of the Countryside Alliance. Unfortunately NGO’s like the RSPB 
and Wildlife Trusts are not as combative as some of us might like. Recently 
Simon Barnes wrote in British Wildlife (Oct 2014) that the RSPB’s conservation 
voice was ‘more like a polite Jeevesian cough’ though it is important to note 
that he has a high regard for the RSPB. Most of us would agree that things 
would be so much worse without them. Unfortunately there is also a distinct 
lack of activism from those of us who are interested in wildlife. We need to do 
more to support the RSPB and Wildlife Trusts not only with our donations but 
by taking part in campaigns, signing petitions and writing frequently to our MP’s 
telling them how we want our wildlife protected. Nature conservation is a low 
political priority and will remain so until enough of us protest seriously about it. 
 

John Jones 
 
Editor’s Note: I am aware that this article contains a political element and that HOS is, 
or should be, a politically neutral organisation. However this article raises many 
important issues, of which members should be aware, and I feel that for this reason in 
particular Mr Jones’s article qualifies for inclusion in this newsletter. I will again repeat 
the disclaimer on page 3 which states that opinions expressed in this newsletter 
are not necessarily those of the editor or of the society.  
 

                       
                         Grey Herons fighting 
 
Just before noon on 1st July 2015 from the viewpoint overlooking the Lake at 
Farlington Marshes we watched an adult Little Egret stealthily wading in the 
water, occasionally catching some tiny food items. On the far side of the Lake 
an adult Grey Heron was standing with its neck held in a typical ‘S’ shaped 
posture. Our concentrated observation of the egret was diverted when two 
calling Black-headed Gulls proceeded to mob the heron by descending from 
alternate sides. On each occasion when the gulls almost touched the heron 
this bird stretched out its neck and snapped its bill in defence. This mobbing 
lasted a few minutes with the heron remaining in its initial position. Shortly 
afterwards the heron flew low over the water followed by a second, juvenile, 
bird which became aggressive and attacked the adult, which included stabbing 
in a confused altercation. The egret flew towards the noise engendered by one 
or both of the herons but the smaller bird aborted any attempt to join the 
scuffle, almost immediately. By now the two herons were entangled on mud by 
the water’s edge, near the south eastern area of the Lake, with the juvenile 
holding the adult’s neck. The hold was eventually released and both birds flew 
off and stood in the water, about 20 m apart, close to where the adult was 
initially seen. The total observations lasted about twenty minutes. 
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Presumably the juvenile was still demanding food from its parent even 
though it was some distance from the nearest heronry. 
 

Peter and Pamela Strangeman 
 

                 Pictures: Birds Caught in Flight 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 

 
 
 

Credits: 
Please see Page 51 
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                               NEWS news 
 
NEWS is an acronym for Non-Estuarine Water Bird Survey, which 
may help to explain the somewhat odd title of this article!  
 
Much of the Hampshire coast line consists of harbours, saltmarsh and  
estuaries. These and the adjacent shore are regularly counted as part of 
the Wetland Birds Survey (WeBS Core Counts). The results from this  
survey are presented each year in the Hampshire Bird Report. NEWS is 
run nationally by the BTO and is designed to survey the stretches of open 
coast which are not covered by WeBS. The areas of Hampshire coast 
which have been covered by NEWS in the past are West Hants (west of 
Hurst), Gosport peninsula and the Solent shores of Portsea Island and 
Hayling Island.  
 
The survey is run on an approximately ten year basis and data is available 
for three previous surveys (1984/5, 1997/8 and 2006/7). It is a single 
count, carried out (probably in December) around low tide, of water birds 
using the sea, the shore below the high water line and land adjacent to the 
shore. However, unlike previous surveys, this winter’s NEWS will be an 
online survey. 
 
At the time of writing, I do not have details of the online survey or survey 
instructions. These should be available in October. However, if you would 
like to take part in this survey, please contact me 
(jshillitoe@googlemail.com) . 
 
John Shillitoe 
Hampshire coastal WeBS Local Organiser 

Purple Sandpipers at Ports-
mouth by Tom Bickerton Lapwing by John Shillitoe 

mailto:jshillitoe@googlemail.com
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                           Low Tide Counts 
 
As many of you will know, the waders, wildfowl and water birds of Hampshire’s estuar-
ies and harbours are counted every month in the winter, as part of the Wetland Bird 
Survey – or WeBS. These counts (referred to as Core counts) are also carried out at 
inland waterbodies throughout the UK and give a standardised way to assess popula-
tions of water birds across the country. At coastal sites, the counts are mainly carried 
out on a full or rising tide. This eases counting, as the waders tend to be concentrated 
in a few high-tide roosts and the wildfowl either use roost sites or are easily visible on 
water-filled rivers and harbours. 
 
Core counts give a good picture of numbers and bird species using a body of water, 
but do not give information about the importance of various parts of the water body – 
when the tide is out - as feeding or roosting sites. This type of information is needed to 
help conserve these valuable habitats. In Hampshire we have several major areas of 
inter-tidal mudflats and saltmarsh. In order to assess the significance of these habitats 
and adjacent fields for particular species, periodic low-tide counts (LTCs) are carried 
out.  The eastern harbours of the county (Portsmouth, Langstone and Chichester) 
have extensive areas of these habitats and are counted at low tide on an approxi-
mately six year cycle. In winter 2014/5, we counted Portsmouth Harbour, and in 
2015/6 it will be the turn of Langstone, with Chichester in the following winter. 
 
Langstone Harbour has been divided into sectors, usually following the lines of creeks 
and islands which make up the harbour (see map on page 22). The birds using these 
sectors are counted simultaneously, as far as possible, in the two or three hours 
across low water. Many sectors can be counted from the shore, but for some others, a 
boat is used. With the large number of sectors in the harbour, the LTC is a fairly la-
bour intensive business, so we are looking for plenty of volunteers. Counts are carried 
out on a pre-determined dates in each of the months of November through to Febru-
ary. The results of the last Langstone Harbour LTC can be seen in the Hampshire Bird 
Report for 2011. 
 
If you would like to help with the counting of Langstone Harbour this coming winter, 
please contact me (jshillitoe@googlemail.com). The planned dates are Nov 
21st/22nd, Dec 19th/20th, Jan 2nd/3rd and Feb 4th/5th. (Please note the February 
dates are weekdays.) You do not need to be available for all the dates. Even if you 
can only make one, it will help us get the observer coverage we will need. Also, if you 
are unsure of your ability to identify and count possibly distant water birds, please still 
come forward. We can use willing volunteers to act as ‘scribes’ for more experienced 
counters. 
 

John Shillitoe  
Hampshire coastal WeBS co-ordinator 
 

 
 

mailto:john@shillitoe.freeserve.co.uk
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 Map of Langstone Harbour—see Low Tide Counts on Page 21 
Please note that on this map east is at the top. 
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                       Studying Redshank in the Solent 

 
Since 1967, volunteer ornithologists of Farlington Ringing Group (FRG) have 
studied waders and other birds in Hampshire, and further afield. This article 
describes one of the group's newest projects. 
 
Redshanks in Hampshire come from two populations. One breeds in Britain, 
and is joined by flocks from Iceland which spend the winter here, although we 
do not know in what proportions these populations co-occur in the Solent. 
 
In winter, Redshanks depend mainly on coastal habitats, which are under 
pressure - lost due to coastal development and sea-level rise, and facing  
increasing disturbance from the country's growing population. The species  
is amber-listed in the UK, and has declined across Europe since the 1980s. 
Successful conservation of the species in Hampshire depends on under-
standing how individuals use their coastal sites. 
 
FRG have been ringing Redshank in Hampshire for over 45 years, but  
catching is only logistically possible at a limited number of sites, and usually 
only when birds are roosting. Therefore, our understanding of how wintering 
birds change between roost-sites is incomplete, and no information is  
available on feeding-site faithfulness in the Solent. 
 
To address this lack of knowledge, FRG began a new colour-ringing project in 
2013. Birds are captured at accessible roost sites and marked with uniquely 
identifiable combinations, and can then be identified from a distance while 
feeding at low water, or while roosting. With the ability to follow individual 
birds, we can determine if birds are flexible in their site use, or if they return to 
the same roosting and feeding areas within a winter and during their lives.  
 
This information will also put our local Redshank population into context at 
the national and migration-route scales. Ringing recoveries have shown that 
some birds from the Solent breed in England, Scotland and a few in The 
Netherlands; however, we do not know where the majority breed, or the  
extent to which birds use the Solent as a stopover on a longer migration, to 
moult or re-fuel. The data will also be useful to monitor and investigate surviv-
al rates of the Solent's population to compare with other studies across the 
species' flyway, in combination with insight from other monitoring schemes 
such as the BTO's WeBS counts. 
 
So far in Hampshire, 58 birds have been colour-ringed at Farlington Marshes 
and three more at The Kench on the south of Hayling Island, in addition to 66 
on Thorney Island, across the border in West Sussex. Promisingly, these  
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birds have already generated nearly 250 re-sightings without the need to  
recapture birds. 

 
Initial results have been interesting, with 
many birds appearing to be site-faithful. 
Birds caught during autumn migration 
have also been sighted wintering away 
from the Solent, on the Isle of Wight 
and France. So far, only one bird has 
been seen breeding - R+R//BL*, which 
bred near Preston in Lancashire in 2014 
and 2015 – and others have been seen 
further north in England and Scotland 
during the Spring (see map). 
 
These results are exciting, but it's early 
days so far compared with the better-
known, and longer-running, FRG project 
on Black-tailed Godwits, which is part of 
an international effort that has generat-
ed thousands of sightings in many 
countries in Europe. Any link between 
the Solent's and Icelandic Redshanks is 
so far supported by only a few ringing 
recoveries over the last century, but we 
hope that colour-ringing will also in-
crease the number of records from  

Iceland and elsewhere. 
 
This project is currently run entirely by volunteers in their free time. We 
would appreciate hearing about any colour-ringed Redshanks seen in the 
Solent or elsewhere. Sightings of colour-ringed Redshank can be sent to 
frg.sightings@gmail.com and we will send a life-history of the bird in return. 
And a big thank-you to all the observers who have submitted sightings so 
far! 
 
*All FRG birds have one colour on their lower left leg, and on the right leg one ring above the 

joint and two below. For example, R+R//BL has red on the birds' left leg, and red above blue 
and lime-green on the right. 

 
Caption for map (above): Locations where birds have been colour-ringed by FRG 
(orange pins), re-sighted in winter (green pins) or in spring/early summer (yellow 
pins). 

 

Josh Nightingale and Pete Potts 

mailto:frg.sightings@gmail.com
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***HOS WALKS & EVENTS***  
DECEMBER 2015 TO FEBRUARY 2016 

IF YOU ARE WILLING TO  LEAD A WALK,  PLEASE CONTACT  
Ted Barnes or Peter Hutchins 

 
Peter Hutchins: 01256 770831 or 07895 388378 or fieldfare@jaybry.gotadsl.co.uk or 

Ted Barnes: 07811049281 or 02380266774 or Ted.barnes@virgin.net 
 

You do not need to be a birding expert  
Remember:  Everyone is invited to these walks,  

whatever your age or knowledge  
 

Please Note: 
 

Strong footwear is advisable for all walks, as is clothing appropriate for the weather conditions 
A packed lunch is recommended for walks that span mid-day. Participants are requested to inform the leader 
if leaving the walk early, or if they have a medical condition that might compromise their ability to complete the 
walk. 

The distance covered is shown for each walk, together with a 'walk category', as follows: 

A) Easy - a fairly short walk over relatively flat ground with no/few stiles.  

B) A little more demanding - longer distance and/or gentle hills but with no/few stiles.  

C) Medium difficulty - moderate distance and/or moderate hills and/or a moderate number of stiles.  

D) Strenuous - long distance and/or steep hills and/or many stiles. 

Do please take care and enjoy the walks programme, but remember, responsibility for personal safety lies with 

the individual, not the Society. 

 

Enjoy the free walks, the scenery, the company, the wildlife, the many pairs of eyes,  

the  shared knowledge, the flora and the birds. 

 

Sunday 6th December – Warblington Shore to Budds Farm Sewage Works 
Leader Kev Stouse (07510 600808)                          9.30am until 1.30pm (3 miles) 
Meet at Warblington Church car park (SU728054) for this walk along the shore to Budds 
Farm in search of winter birds, waders and wildfowl. Bring coffee/lunch. Walk category A. 
 
Sunday 6th December – Virginia Water 
Leader Stewart Woolley (07557 760754)                  9.00am until 12.00 mid-day (4½ miles) 
Meet in the car park adjacent to the A30 (SU 980 688 - OS Landranger 176). A wood and 
water-oriented winter walk to look for wintering finch, bunting, warbler, tit and crests, plus 
other woodland species. Also Kingfisher, Mandarin, and other water birds. Walk category B. 
 
Saturday 12th December – Eyeworth Pond 
Leader Julian Moseley (02380 779850)             10.30am until 3.30pm  
Meet at car park at Eyeworth pond (SU229146) for this walk which will go through oak and 
conifer woodland, heath land and then on to Hampton Ridge. Hen Harrier and, possibly 
Great Grey Shrike, in the open areas. The pond may host Goosander and Mandarin Duck.  
Bring coffee/Lunch.  Walk category B. 
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Sunday 13th December –  
Set Thorns Inclosure, Yewtree Bottom & Wilverley Inclosure 
Leader Peter E Hutchins (01256 770831/07895 388378)              
9.00am to early pm (4 miles) 
Meet in the car park at the north-eastern corner of Set Thorns Inclosure (SU 254 010 - 
OS Landranger 195). A wood and heathland winter walk to look for mixed feeding 
parties, Hawfinch, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker etc.  Walk category C. 
 
Sunday 20th December – Longparish 
Leader Peter E Hutchins (01256 770831/07895 388378)   2.00pm until dusk (2½ miles) 
Meet in the grass parking area at East Aston Common (SU445448 – OS Landranger 
185). An early winter walk to look for lingering warblers, recently arrived wintering 
wildfowl, waders, resident riverine, wood and farmland birds, including both raptors and 
game birds.  Walk category B. 
 
Sunday 27th December – Weston Shore, West Wood and Mayfield Park 
Leader Phil Budd (07748 236666)                 10.30am until 2.30pm (4 miles) 
Meet at the eastern car park at Weston Shore. Southampton (SU446094). We hope to 
work off the Christmas excess and see birds of woodland, scrub, parkland, suburban 
habitats and coast. Hopefully we may see about 50 species. NB there are some slopes 
and wet areas. Bring coffee/lunch. Walk category B 
 
Thursday 31st December – Warsash 
Leader Richard Carpenter (013290 661856/07849 184316)  
10.00am until 2.00pm (3 – 4 miles) 
Meet in the Passage Lane car park north of the marina (SU489062) for this walk 
looking mainly for waders on the shore and the scrape at Hook. Bring coffee/lunch. 
Walk category B. 
 
Sunday 3rd January – Old Winchester Hill 
Leader Nick Wiley (01489 893226/07747 151160)    10.30am until 1.30pm (2 - 3 miles) 
Meet in the reserve car park at SU645214 for this chalk downland walk with good views 
to the south.  We will look for winter visitors such as Redwing and Fieldfares, resident 
species and raptors. This walk can be muddy. Walk category B. 
 
Sunday 10th January – Court Drove, the Harrow Way & Willesley Warren 
Leader James Andrews (07775 564257)            9.00am until 12.00 mid-day (3½ miles) 
Meet in the car park on Court Drove, by Overton Primary School, (SU 511 501 - OS 
Landranger 185). Farmland, scrub and woodland will be covered. Previous winters 
have had Short-eared and  Long-eared Owls, Hen Harrier, Merlin and multiple Barn 
Owl and Red Kite; in conjunction with the Overton Biodiversity Society.  
Walk category C. 
 
Tuesday 12th January – Twyford, Hazeley and Morestead Downs 
Leader Ted Barnes (078110 492810/02380 266774)      10.00am until 2.30pm (5 miles) 
Meet at the Twyford Recreation Ground car park (SU483243 – OS185) approximately 
400 yards to the right up the Park Lane turning next to the Bugle Inn in the village of 
Twyford. This circular walk takes in narrow lanes, farmland and the periphery of the 
Twyford Down Golf Club, some conifer and deciduous woods and returns along the 
Itchen Navigation Canal. Bring lunch. Walk category C/D. 
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Tuesday 12th January – Bransbury Common 
Leader Doug Kelson (07786 647784)                 2.00pm until dusk 
Meet by the crossroads (SU416405 – Landranger 185). Wood, farm and wetland 
species with wintering migrants, also Cetti’s Warblers, owls, egrets and rails to be 
looked for as birds move to roost; Great Grey Shrike possible! Walk category B. 
 
Sunday 17th January – Winter Birds at Farlington Marshes 
Leader Kev Stouse (07510 600808)             9.30am until 2.00pm (3 miles) 
Meet in the Broadmarsh car park (SU699055) for this walk around the marshes in 
search of winter birds. NB. The new road layout means you have to do a U-turn to 
enter the car park as there is no right hand turn into the car park entrance –  
continue up Harts Farm Way and where it widens you can turn and come back to 
the car park entrance. Bring coffee/lunch. Walk category A. 
 
Sunday 17th January – Morgaston Wood & The Vyne NT 
Leader Simon Yates (01256 781964)                     10.00am until 12.30pm (2 miles) 
Meet in the 'car park' off Morgaston Road (SU 625 571 - OS Landranger 175). A 
mid-winter walk to look for wildfowl, gulls and waders on the lake and meadows, 
also wintering warblers, finches, woodpeckers and raptors. Walk category B. 
 
Saturday 23rd January – Poole Harbour 
Leader Julian Moseley (0230 779850)                         10.30am until 3.30pm  
Park in Panorama Road  (SZ037871), then meet at the ferry for 10.30am and we 
will walk across to Littlesea, have lunch around or in the Littlesea hide depending 
on the weather and cross over to Brands Bay in the afternoon. We will catch the 
next returning ferry. Bring coffee/Lunch. Walk category C 
 
Sunday 24th January – Barnes WWT 
Leader Stewart Woolley (07557 760754)                   10.00am until dusk (2+ miles)  
Meet in the Wetlands Centre car park (TQ226767 - OS Landranger 176). Mid-
winter wildfowl, raptors, waders and, hopefully Bittern, can be seen at this  
increasingly important inland WWT site. Visit in conjunction with the RSPB  
Basingstoke Local Group. 
      
Sunday 31st January – Avington Park 
Leader John Clark (02380 618604)                10.00am until 1.00pm 
Meet in the car park at the back of Avington House (SU528320) looking for birds of 
the area and those on the lakes. Bring coffee/lunch if desired. Walk category  A. 
 
Saturday 6th February – Lepe 
Leader Dave Munday (01489 576641)                        9.00am until 1.00pm (4 miles) 
Meet in the main car park SZ455985 on the sea front (N.B. charges apply) for this 
walk through farm and woodland habitat. We will also take time to sea watch. 
There are toilets in the car park. Walk category A. 
 
Sunday 7th February – Buriton for Farmland birds 
Leader Kev Stouse (07510 600808)           9.00am until 3.00pm (6 miles) 
Meet at Buriton Pond car park near the church (SU739200) for this walk along foot-
paths to Petersfield Heath and back in search of winter farmland birds. The walk 
can be muddy and there will be two stops. Bring coffee/lunch. Walk category B. 
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Sunday 7th February – The Kennet & Avon Canal/Padworth Lane 
Leader Gerry Gardner (07779 026915)         10.00am until 12.30pm (2½ miles) 
Meet in the car park by Aldermaston Wharf (SU6026712– OS Landranger 174). 
Riverine, woodland and grassland species, both resident and wintering; the latter to 
include wildfowl (Goosander is now regular visitor), waders and warblers. Possibility 
of Redpoll, Siskin, Kingfisher, Barn Owl and Little Owl. 
 
Sunday 14th February – Bury Down 
Leader Doug Kelson (07786 647784)                           9.00am until 1.00pm (3 miles) 
Meet by the track just west of The Harrow Inn, West Ilsley (SU469826 – OS 
Landranger 174).  A Valentine’s Day walk to cover the down land, scrub and stock 
fields about the The Ridgeway. Diminishing farmland species including Grey 
Partridge and Corn Bunting are to be expected, as are larks, other buntings, dry land 
waders, gulls and raptors; Merlin and Hen Harrier being possible. Short-eared Owl 
and Great Grey Shrike have been noted here in recent winters. Walk category C. 
 
Sunday 14th February – Ashley Warren & Ladle Hill 
Leader Doug Kelson (07786 647784)         2.00pm until dusk (3 miles) 
Meet by the ‘crossroads’ at Nuthanger Down (SU491565 – Landranger 174). Beech 
woodland, scrub, farm and grassland species with wintering migrants, possibly 
Brambling, raptors, Raven and pre-roost movements of birds to be looked through. 
Walk category B. 
  
Sunday 21st February – The Alresfords 
Leader Peter E Hutchins (01256 770831/07831 388378)   2.00pm until dusk (3 miles) 
Meet in the Old Alresford Village Hall car park (SU587340 – OS Landranger 185). A 
late winter walk to take in farm and woodland habitats and wetter areas about the 
villages. The latter to include Arlebury Park, Alresford Pond and the cress beds on 
the village outskirts. Wintering wildfowl, waders, roosting raptors and riverine species 
are to be expected. Walk category C 
 
Tuesday 23rd February – Court Drove, The Harrow Way & Willesley Warren 
Leader Peter E Hutchins (contact as above)                      2.30pm until dusk (3 miles)     
Meet in the car park on Court Drove, by Overton Primary School (SU 511 501 - OS 
Landranger 185). Farmland, scrub and woodland will be covered looking for wintering 
dry land waders, game birds, raptors, buntings and wintering warblers. Previous 
winter visits have produced Short-eared Owl, Long-eared Owl, Hen Harrier, Merlin 
Barn Owl and Red Kite; joint with the Overton Biodiversity Society. Walk category C. 
 
Sunday 28th February – Moor Green Lakes 
Leader Richard Gilham (07884 044544)             1.00pm until dusk (3 miles) 
Meet in the car park off Lower Sandhurst Road (SU 805 627 - OS Landranger 186). A 
visit to take in resident and migrant species favouring wood and water, prior to 
watching the pre-dusk gathering of sawbills and hunting Barn Owl. Walk category B. 
  
Important: Recently there have been a number of occasions when leaders have 
not turned up at walks in the programme. Could we urge leaders to please 
contact either Ted Barnes or Peter Hutchins as early as possible if they find 
they are unable to lead advertised walks for any reason.  
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                  Pictures: April to June 2015 
 
In the last issue of Kingfisher there was less space than usual for 
pictures so I thought that I would print some here and on Page 37: 

Below: Sparrowhawk 
Furze Hill, New Forest 
3.5.15 Martin Bennett 
 

 

 

 

 

Left: Mute Sawn with cygnets 
Old Alresford 17.5.15  
Hilary Cornford 
 
Below: Collared Dove 
Blashford Lakes 11.6.15 
David Cuddon 

Below: Shoveler in flight 
Titchfield Haven 3.6.15 
John Wichall 
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Reports of previous HOS walks 

           
          Old Winchester Hill NNR: 19th July 2015  
 
Nine attended the latest HOS 'event', an afternoon walk about the Old Win-
chester Hill NNR, including several from over the border in Surrey. A continu-
ous south-westerly swept across the reserve, keeping both birds and butter-
flies generally inactive and inconspicuous, a few Skylark, as always, however 
not paying attention to the more autumnal conditions and serenading us from 
on high. Highlights on the avian side included up to three Raven, individuals 
seen on commencing and completing the walk, a pair of Kestrel hanging in the 
updrafts close to the northern escarpment, Chiffchaff singing about the car 
park scrub, a Whitethroat, also in song, on the southern slopes and several 
vocal and flighty Green Woodpecker. Buzzard were seen more distantly, in-
cluding one making the most of recent harvesting, and a Red Kite drifted over 
towards the end of the walk. Blackcap and Yellowhammer were in song, sev-
eral of the latter showing very well as the only 'scope’ on site made itself use-
ful. A mobile flock of House Martin foraged low over Yew woodland, possibly 
the only migrants to be recorded.  

 
More obvious throughout were the butterflies on 
site, 21 species being recorded that included a 
surprise Purple Emperor all too briefly over the 
car park. Bramble banks attracted the vanessids, 
Comma, Red Admiral, Peacock, Small Tortoise-
shell and Painted Lady, whilst the chalk down 
land flora held numbers of Chalkhill Blue, Dark 
Green Fritillary, Marbled White and hordes of Es-

sex and Small Skipper; Devil's Bit Scabious, Pyramidal Orchid, Restharrow 
and various vetches amongst the former. A Green Hairstreak was a late addi-
tion, both during the walk and its flight period. Amongst the other invertebrates 
seen, and heard, Roesel's Bush-cricket, Long-winged Conehead, Six-spot 
Burnet, Golden-bloomed Grey Longhorn Beetle Agapanthia villosoviridescens
(pictured above left by the editor at Warsash Common in 2011) and Stenoco-
rus meridianus, a further longhorn, were evident.  
 
So, as anticipated due to the time of year and weather conditions, not a truly 
bird-filled walk but it appearing that the other wildlife on offer at least offering 
some noteworthy compensation to those that attended. As always, my thanks 
to the latter for joining me / HOS on this latest outing. 
 

Peter E Hutchins 



31 

 The Mill Field LNR and Blacklands: 26th July 2015 
 
The walk this morning, from Barton's Mill east to Blacklands, no eagles today, 
and back was most notable for the weather - continuous rain. 
 
The dull and damp conditions hampered both the birds and the viewing of 
them, though several Chiffchaff and Yellowhammer were heard in song. Other 
warbler and migrants were less forthcoming, Blackcap being noted in several 
hedgerow and a Swift, Swallow and four House Martin making up that moving 
overhead. 
 
The hedgerows also held mixed foraging flocks, an occasional 'hooting' 
Bullfinch, family parties of Wren and good numbers of Dunnock, several of 
which dropped to the paths to feed. Denser areas revealed both Great 
Spotted and Green Woodpecker, the summering Whitethroat etc. however 
managing to remain hidden. 
 
The Wheat and Barley flanking paths held nothing but flushed Woodpigeon 
and a game crop of Maize was not yet grown to the state of being of use to 
finches, buntings and the like which are to be expected later in the year - 
perhaps during the walk here in October? A Red Kite low over more distant 
fields flushed gathered Jackdaw, the only raptor of the walk. 

 
The Loddon was swollen, so no waders 
were to be found there, two Mandarin 
however still relatively notable local 
birds, a Grey Heron moving from 
woodland to follow the river upstream. 
 
The walk through dampened and 
drooping grasslands gave up handfuls of 
'grass moth' and a single Gatekeeper, 
moving off from its roost, but little else in 
the way of invertebrates, or anything 
larger but non-avian, though good 
numbers of Seven-spot Ladybird were 

found sheltering under the umbels of Wild Parsnip. 
 
So, it was good to get out, albeit in inclement conditions, talk and walk and 
hope for something better next time! 
  

Peter E Hutchins 
 

Mandarin 
Eyeworth Pond, New Forest 
14.5.15 Mike Duffy 
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Wickham to Shedfield Common: 30th August 2015 
 
Between about 10 am and 2.15 pm I led a group of seven on a bird and  
natural history walk north of Wickham. The walk was joint between the HOS 
and the SNHS (Southampton Natural History Society). Of the group four 
were members of HOS and six were members of the SNHS. 
 
The weather was dry but rather cloudy, although with some sun at lunchtime 
lifted temperatures to a balmy 24 degrees in Celsius (or 75

o
F). The walk 

started at Station Close in Wickham and covered the disused railway line, 
Northfields Farm Lane, Pricketts Hill to Turkey Island and the lunch site at 
Shedfield Common, a rare relic of heathland and acid grassland east of 
Southampton. On our return we walked back to Wickham via Pricketts Hill 
and Mill Lane. Apart from the habitats mentioned above we covered farm 
land, hedgerow, woodland edge and the shady environs of the disused  
railway with its steep banks.  

 
25 species of birds were noted on this walk. 
There were no rarities but we were very 
pleased to see two Spotted Flycatchers at 
Pricketts Hill. Much of the other bird activity 
was also in this area including tit flocks, Gold-
crests and overhead House Martins. At  
Northfield Farm Lane however a male Black-
cap was observed in an Ash tree and a Buz-
zard also seen in this area. At Shedfield Com-
mon birds were few and far between but Chiff-
chaff  was recorded and a Grey Wagtail 
passed over. 
 
Not surprisingly for an inland site on a warm 
late summer day, other species were more 
evident than the birds. A pure black Wild  

Rabbit was a surprise in a field by Northfield Farm Lane and there were 
plenty of insects about. At Shedfield Common there were no less than 11 
species of butterfly: Large & Small Whites, Brimstone, Common & Holly 
Blues, Brown Argus, Small Copper, Red Admiral, Peacock, Gatekeeper and 
Speckled Wood. Two Wasp Spider Argiope bruennichi were also found 
here. At Pricketts Hill a wealth of road verge insects included Harlequin 
Longhorn Beetle (late in the year for this), Harlequin Ladybird, Dark Bush 
Cricket, Hawthorn Shield Bug and Green Shield Bug. 
 

Phil Budd 

Spotted Flycatcher  
New Forest 
5.9.15 David Cuddon 
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       Bempton Cliffs RSPB Reserve, Yorkshire   
 
This year my partner and I decided that we would like to go on holiday in Britain 
somewhere and we only had five days to spare one week in mid June. I have trav-
elled so much of the UK that it was not easy for me  to find somewhere that nei-
ther of us had been but when I carefully examined a map of England I came to the 
startling realisation that in half a century I had never visited any location on the 
east coast between south Lincolnshire and Lindisfarne! A quick decision was 
made to put that right and we both agreed that the ideal location to visit between 
those points was the small port of Whitby on the north coast of Yorkshire.  
 
Whitby is an interesting and attractive place to visit but there was a problem. Whit-
by is also small and compact and we more or less covered it in a day. We had a 
hire car but not much time to plan beforehand. The North York Moors are lovely 
but this region, as for much of the rest of north Yorkshire, is rather dull for birds 
and other wildlife, at least compared to the riches of Hampshire and the south 
coast. There was only one thing for it, the fifty mile trip south east along the A171 
and the A165 bypassing to Bempton, just north west of Flamborough Head. 

 
Bempton Cliffs didn’t disappoint and 
proved to be great value for money. The 
entrance fee even for us, as non-
members of the RSPB, was only £3:50 
and we spent three hours here in total. 
The omens were good even on arrival. 
Tree Sparrows were everywhere among 
the commoner birds, with very close 
views on the bird feeders. I don’t think 
I’ve seen this bird in Hampshire since 
the nineties. The information centre and 
shop was immaculate and the views of 

the bird breeding cliff stunning. There was a 
boast that quarter of a million breeding birds on 
these cliffs but I think this may have been an 
underestimate rather than an over estimate or 
that's how it seemed. There were thousands of 
Kittiwake, Gannet, Razorbill and Guillemot and 
many of the views were very close. There were 
several dozen Puffins nesting on the cliffs, al-
most within touching distance, because the 
number of predators prevent them from seeking 
burrows. 
 
This reserve is a long way from Hampshire but 
a ‘must’ for all birdwatchers to visit some time in 
their lives. 
 

Phil Budd 
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             A Sixth Sense in Bird Navigation  
 – a Tribute to Professor Wolfgang Wiltschko 
 

On an overcast October's day exactly sixty years ago, a chilling north-
easterly was scything off the Thames estuary, propelling a feathered mite 
before it. 
 
“Migratory Robin!" exploded my normally reserved mentor. 
 
Visible evidence, he declared, that our resident birds were augmented in 
winter by Baltic and Russian visitors. 
 
"How on earth did it find its way?" I thought. 
 
A question that 380 miles further east, at Frankfurt University, Friedrich Mer-
kel was endeavouring to answer. Robins are principally night migrants but 
how they navigate on a cloudy night without celestial cues was a mystery. 
For at least 100 years scientists had speculated on whether the earth's geo-
magnetic field could somehow be sensed by migrants. No experimental evi-
dence existed and Merkel's aim was to prove it one way or the other. 
 
Frankfurt is more or less central to the Robins European flyway so the cam-
pus's mist nets provided a convenient supply of subjects*. Recently-
graduated Wolfgang Wiltschko joined Merkel in 1958 and soon established 
his own line of research. Another student had convincingly showed Robins 
orientating without sight of the sky, but disappointingly appeared insensitive 
to magnetic field changes. Floundering for ideas, radio wave transmission 
from stars was suggested and Wiltschko appointed to the investigation. A 
special screened room blocking radio waves was used to quarantine Robins 
in the dark for several days to alter their day/night (circadian) rhythms. Wilt-
schko stayed in the room to do a preliminary control experiment, surprising-
ly, Robins were still able to orientate southwards - the migratory direction. 
 
The only conceivable stimulus permeating the room was the geomagnetic 
field. Wiltschko's Eureka moment had arrived - October 12th 1963. 
 
Behavioural experiments on animals are fraught with difficulties, worse, 
birds' migratory restlessness occurs only in spring and autumn. If statistical 
confidence was to be placed on Wiltschko's data, then experiments would 
require many repetitions under reproducible conditions in seasonally cur-
tailed study periods. A special cage was devised with electrical actuators 
fitted to eight circularly spaced perches, where the bird's presence was sig-
nalled to a paper tape recorder. Two groups of fifteen birds each were used  
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as experimental and control subjects. To modify the geomagnetic field 
cages were centred midway between two large current-carrying coils. 

 
Among his first experiments, 
Wiltschko exposed Robins to 
a magnetic field similar in 
strength and inclination to 
the earth's but rotated 120° 
to an artificial "north-south"; 
birds habitually reoriented to 
the new direction. Once sta-
tistical confidence was 
achieved in the data Wilt-
schko published his first re-
sults with Merkel in 1965. 
Two years later for his thesis 
on this work he was awarded 
a Ph.D.. 
 
It took four more years for 
the scientific community to 
accept his findings. A com-
prehensive article published, 
with his scientific partner and 
wife Roswitha, in the journal 
Science established their 
international reputations. It 
described in detail the char-
acteristics of magneto recep-

tion – their name for the discovery. The Wiltschkos noted that in artificial 
magnetic fields, stronger or weaker than the earth's, Robins lost their abil-
ity to orientate, but given time were able to adapt to modest changes in 
field strength. The failure of earlier experiments with too strong an artificial 
field was explained. Perhaps their most significant finding was that Robins 
sense the inclination of the geomagnetic field (66° at Frankfurt) not its 
polarity. They showed this convincingly by reversing the polarity of their 
magnetic field (i.e. from 66° downwards to 66° upwards) - making no dif-
ference to the Robins' migratory orientation. The inclination of the earth's 
field at the magnetic poles is vertical (down at the north and up at the 
south) and horizontal at the equator; hence a biological inclination com-
pass could be as effective a navigation aid as a man-made polarity com-
pass. Over the next 20 years the Wiltschkos and colleagues demonstrat-
ed magneto reception in many species worldwide including: Blackcap, 
Indigo Bunting, Australian Silvereye and Sanderling. 

Robin Headley Down  
22.7.15 John Wichall 
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The key question is what biological process allows birds to sense the geo-
magnetic field? Perhaps biogenic magnetic material embedded in a bird's 
anatomy is somehow connected to their nervous system? Small crystals of 
magnetite have been located in the upper mandible of some species: recent 
experiments by the Wiltschkos' team show that this region of the bill does 
give the Robin an orientation sense, but it plays no part in the migratory im-
pulse. The clue, perhaps, is by analogy with the visual sense where light 
conversion occurs through photochemical processes in the eye's retina. 
Could the array of photoreceptors there play host to a magneto receptor? 
 
Chemical processes involve the outer electrons of atoms in molecular struc-
tures where the only magnetic source is the "spin" of the electron. Unfortu-
nately, any geomagnetic interaction with electron spin is orders of magni-
tude weaker in energy than the thermal processes which normally govern 
chemical reactions. An Oxford physicist, Mike Leask, suggested in 1977  
that a special class of molecules might be activated by light (photons) to 
create two electrons with spins opposing (singlet state) or reinforcing (triplet 
state), where the nucleus of the molecule also has a spin component which 
interacts with the electrons. Under these conditions, he argued, the small 
influence of the geomagnetic field might determine the outcome of a chemi-
cal reaction's products allowing a signal to be transmitted to the bird's brain. 
The event would require a prescribed time, long enough for the magnetic 
field to interact but short enough not to be disrupted by thermal effects. The 
following year Klaus Schulten proposed that coupled electrons possessing 
the necessary time characters might be created through light excitation of 
two molecules - a radical pair (oppositely charged molecules). Prompted by 
Schulten's proposal the Wiltschkos' investigation confirmed that light was 
indeed an essential pre-requisite to activate migratory magneto reception: 
moreover, it had to be ultra-violet**, blue or green – in red light birds lost 
their magneto receptive faculty. 
 
In 1993 a new class of protein was discovered in plants through which pho-
tochemical processing mediated circadian rhythm: it was whimsically named 
cryptochrome ("hidden light"). In a seminal paper in 2000, Thorsten Ritz, 
Kurtz Schulten and Salih Adem suggested that if cryptochrome was present 
in the retinas of migrants perhaps its molecular components had evolved to 
mediate the geomagnetic field through light-induced radical pair creation. 
They modelled how radical pairs might map into a neuronal response. Birds 
would be able to see the geomagnetic field superimposed on their normal 
visual world. Ritz suggested a critical test to the Wiltschko-led Frankfurt 
team. If magneto reception was mediated by radical pair chemistry, then 
their theory suggested it would be disrupted by a radiofrequency field - an 
"electronic jammer". 
 



37 

 A five year study followed with spectacular results. Robins were indeed dis-
rupted by radiofrequency fields and were extremely disorientated at a specif-
ic frequency (1.3MHz), moreover doubling the field strength doubled the res-
onance frequency. The radical pair theory was hence supported as the can-
didate process in migratory magneto reception but with a caveat. The mod-
elled details of the cryptochrome photochemical reactions were not con-
sistent with the data - a resonance could only be explained by a singlet state 
arising from one of the radicals having no net nuclear spin. The search goes 
on to fully describe the process. 
 
In 2013, the Wiltschkos were among the authors on a Royal Society paper 
describing the isolation of cryptochrome in the photoreceptors on the outer 
periphery of the photoreceptors of domestic chickens. Their retinas were 
shown, through direct chemical evidence, to have the same ultraviolet to 
green photochemical activation as found for migratory birds. Furthermore, 
the Wiltschkos found that the Robin's ultraviolet photoreceptors uniquely 
contain the suspect cryptochrome phase – the analogy becomes reality. 
Wolfgang Wiltschko has now been researching bird navigation for over half a 
century: his contributions have been immense. My teenage question is 
largely answered through two scientists who have devoted their lives to its 
solution. Bird migratory sense appears to be an exquisite  genetic adapta-
tion, combining elaborate photochemistry and quantum physics. 
 

Alan Cox 
 
*Scandinavian Robins were selected on their wing length measurement, 
longer than for west European residents. 
 
**Robins are tetrachromats (an additional ultraviolet retinal photoreceptor in 
addition to blue, green and red). 
 

Right: 
Bullfinch 
Blashford 
11.6.15 
David Cuddon 
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                           Watching Birds on Stamps 

     
There can be few people in Britain who have never collected stamps at 
some time in their lives.  For most of us, stamp collecting is something we 
started as children with used stamps off our parents' letters.  Some of us 
continue with the hobby, but in most cases we lose interest.   
 
That was the situation in my case until I took a holiday in Trinidad and Toba-
go just over twenty years ago.  Dutifully I wrote postcards to my relatives 
and then bought stamps at the village post office.  I had only just started to 
get to grips with the local Caribbean birds, and now I found many of them 
displayed beautifully on the country's stamps.  In fact these illustrations were 
almost superior to those in the local field guide!  So began for me a fascina-
tion with bird stamps from all over the world.  
 
On returning to the UK I visited a stamp shop within two days, and to my 
surprise I found Collect Birds on Stamps - a Stanley Gibbons catalogue of 
all the world's known bird stamps.  At this point I almost gave up the collect-
ing bug as I realised that there were over 10,000 known bird stamps in the 
catalogue.  These ranged from widely available European examples for a 
few pence, up to scarce items at up to £600 per stamp!  All of my friends 
told me that buying stamps was a waste of time and money and that I could 
have more fun burning £20 notes!  I did not listen and I am now hooked on 
the hobby.    
 
When starting a bird stamp collection you need to spend plenty of time de-
ciding what you are going to obtain.  What are the options?  If you have 
plenty of money you can choose to pick everything, but most of us have to 
be selective.  In my case, the set starts from 1960 (my year of birth) and I 
aim to accumulate everything from then onwards.  Other people concentrate 
on British or European birds only, and some focus simply on birds of prey, 
owls or seabirds.  The frustration with such a specific target is that you usu-
ally end up buying ten stamps, and can only use one from the set, which is 
expensive and wasteful.  My advice here is to start gently so that you can 
gradually decide what your aims are.  That way you will not waste your mon-
ey, and can build your interest as you collect. 
 
Various types of stamp are available ranging from "used" to "mint" and 
"unmounted mint".  In my case I only pick the latter.  These are stamps that 
have never been used on letters, and so have never had the gum on them 
disturbed.  When I was a boy most people used paper hinges to fix their 
stamps to album pages, but doing so devalues the stamp.  So the best ad-
vice is to use transparent mounts which will stick to the album sheets while 
protecting the stamp with a clear plastic cover.  Apart from "used" stamps   
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you can also find some that are "cancelled to order" - which means they 
have never seen a postman in their lives, and were postmarked in a facto-
ry!  Such items are of little value, but are great for children.  My next piece 
of advice is to buy the best you can afford.  Never take a stamp that is not 
perfect as you can usually find a better example if you keep looking.  Also 
store your collection in a dry atmosphere, otherwise the gum will react 
with the damp air and your stamps will be ruined.   
 
Of all the various themes on which people collect stamps, the largest 
number specialise in birds.  Together with the growth in birdwatching, ac-
cumulating bird stamps is also increasing as a hobby. Stamp designers 
have realised this interest, but unfortunately this has led to some coun-
tries simply printing bird stamps for collectors rather than for postal use.  
Indeed many stamps that you can buy have never been anywhere near 
their so-called country of origin.  To add insult to injury, some African and 
Caribbean countries churn out dozens of stamps showing poor quality 
paintings of European birds that are nothing to do with that country.  One 
recent stamp showed a duck in flight that looked more like a Spitfire!  This 
is rather depressing, so you may wish to be rather selective when pur-
chasing new stamps, particularly as about 700 new ones are designed 
every year.  All of this is mind-blowing when you realise that until the mid-
1970s only 3400 designs had been issued in the previous 100 years! Also 
be aware that many countries now issue souvenir sets of stamps in what 
are called “miniature sheets”. These may have a perforated stamp on it 
with a low value but surrounded by extra artwork – and this bumps up the 
price. Personally I find these sheets rather annoying – and if I could turn 
back the clock I would never have collected them – but it’s too late now! 

Great Britain Stamps 1966 
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Some stamps show stylised birds such as doves and eagles that grace 
impressive coats of arms, but most are genuine bird images where the 
bird is both identifiable and clear.  Indeed some of our best artists have 
helped to create these including Lars Jonsson, Robert Gillmor, Norman 
Arlott and Michael Warren.  Although gaudy birds are particularly popu-
lar abroad, many British species are widely illustrated.  Near the top of 
the league table are Hoopoe, Golden Eagle, Peregrine, Swallow, King-
fisher, Barn Owl and Golden Oriole.  Ornithologically these stamps can 
be very interesting too, particularly when they are incorrectly named as 
happens far too frequently!  In all around a third of the world's 10,000 or 
so bird species have now been depicted on at least one issue. 
 
The Stanley Gibbons catalogue Collect Birds on Stamps was published 
in 1983 and then updated several times – most recently in 2003 (the 
fifth edition).  It lists about 18,000 stamps with birds on. Sadly that edi-
tion is now hard to find and there are no plans to update it. But there 
are two very useful online directories of stamps that are actually more 
enjoyable to use - see the links below. There is also the Bird Stamp 
Society which is well worth joining for many other reasons too -  (http://
www.birdstampsociety.org/). You will soon realise that no matter how 
obsessive you think you are, in fact you are not alone! I know one man 
(yes – it’s mainly a male hobby!) who buys two of every bird stamp. He 
puts one into an alphabetical country section of his collection, and then 
put the other into a systematic family section. So he must have over 
30,000 bird stamps now! 
 
Apart from placing your collection in albums you may wish to write 
something about each species on an accompanying sheet.  Some en-
thusiasts exhibit their stamps in order to tell stories or to illustrate a 
theme such as migration or flight.  You might be interested in compiling 
additional items such as first day covers, booklets or special postmarks.  
Indeed some people try to obtain imperfect stamps where an error 
means the bird has no legs, or is even displayed upside down! 
 
When buying stamps always know what you are looking for before set-
ting off to the shops otherwise you could become overwhelmed (and 
out of pocket!). Once you know what you are doing you can start bid-
ding in auctions and going to fairs. There are also a few specialist  
dealers. 
 
The one question I am always being asked is "Are bird stamps a good 
investment?".  There is no easy answer to this. I think many of the new 
stamps being issued now will be fairly worthless in the future.  But like  
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 some bird books that were priced at £3.95 in 1973 and now fetch £300 in 
auctions, some of the earlier stamps are now quite valuable.  For example, a 
beautiful set of 24 from Angola issued in 1951 cost £5 at the time but now 
fetch over £300.  Single stamps can be even more valuable. A 5 Shilling 
stamp from the Falkland Islands in 1933 depicting a King Penguin is now 
worth over £2500, and a 20 Franc stamp from the French Southern and Ant-
arctic Territories in 1963 showing a Black-browed Albatross currently chang-
es hands for up to £200. 
 
I am also asked which particular set of bird stamps I like the most. That is a 
hard question to answer with so many styles to choose from. But I wonder 
how many of you were around in 1966 (when I was aged six). Do you re-
member the British bird stamps that were published that year showing Black-
headed Gull, Blue Tit, Robin and Blackbird? I remember them so clearly. So 
as they were the first bird stamps I saw as a child they hold a special person-
al value for me. If you liked them too you can find them easily online. You’ll 
only have to pay £1 to buy them! But be careful – it might be the start of 
something big! 
 
Here are two great websites where you can simply view birds on stamps: 
 
http://www.birdtheme.org/ 
http://www.bird-stamps.org/ 
 

Keith Betton 

Above: 
Long-tailed Tit  
Furze Hill New Forest  
28.9.15 Martin Bennett 

Below: 
Green Woodpecker   
New Milton  
3.10.15 Gareth Rees 



42 

                Pictures: Raptors In Hampshire 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Credits: 
Please see Page 51 
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Hampshire Highlights 
 

July to September 2015                             Richard Carpenter 
 
 
JULY 
 
A dry month with little rain. Winds were east or south-east from 1st to 3rd 
and mainly from a westerly direction thereafter blowing strongly on 17th 
and from 25th to 27th. 
 
The Greater Yellowlegs remained at Titchfield Haven until July 24th. Other 
rarities reported were three Black Storks over Southsea seafront on 30th, a 
White Stork at Rownhams/Southampton Airport on 13th, two Bee-eaters 
south over Pamber Forest on 5th and a Red-backed Shrike at Beaulieu 
Heath/Crockford Bridge-New Forest  from 25th to 29th. A Great White 
Egret was at Blashford Lakes on several days from 10th to 28th and  
another was at Fishlake Meadows on 15th. Two Spoonbills were reported, 
one at Pennington on 5th and another at Hythe on 23rd. 
 
Autumn migration got under 
way. Ospreys were in Lang-
stone Harbour on 11th and at 
Fishlake Meadows on 28th. 
Wood Sandpipers were at  
Farlington Marshes on 11th and 
25th, Blashford Lakes on 12th 
and at Alresford Pond from 29th. 
There were also a lot of Green 
Sandpipers about with a high 
count of 25 at Alresford Pond on 
21st. Single Little Stints and 
Curlew Sandpipers were at Pen-
nington on 20th and 21st. A Ro-
seate Tern was at Hayling Is-
land-Black Point on 30th. 
 
 
There were some high counts of Mediterranean Gulls from several sites 
including 812 at Winchester Sewage Farm on 4th. A maximum of 73 Avo-
cets plus 27 chicks were counted at Titchfield Haven. Bearded Tits were in 
good numbers at Farlington Marshes and Titchfield Haven following a 
good breeding season. 
 

Osprey Fishlake Meadows near 
Romsey 7.9.15 Richard Jacobs 
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AUGUST 
 
The month will be remembered for being particularly wet, especially from 
20th, with very wet days on 24th and from 26th to 31st. Winds were mainly 
west or south-west but east or south-east on 2nd, 11th to 13th and 22nd. 

 
An exceptional flock of 22 Cattle 
Egrets was at Ibsley on 30th and two 
flew west at Normandy the following 
day. A flock of 22 Wood Sandpipers 
at Pennington on 23rd was 
exceptional and a flock of five was at 
Titchfield Haven on the same day: 
birds were also seen at a number of 
other sites with longer-staying birds 
at Alresford Pond, Hook-with-
Warsash and Pennington. 
 
A juvenile Garganey was at Fleet 
Pond on 20th and 21st and a drake 

was at Titchfield Haven on 31st. A Great White Egret was at Blashford Lakes 
from 17th and another at Fishlake Meadows on 1st, 3rd and 29th. The only 
Spoonbills reported were two at Farlington Marshes on 30th. Ospreys were 
seen at several sites with birds seen most frequently at Fishlake Meadows, 
Langstone Harbour, Lower Test 
Marshes and Titchfield Haven. Black 
Terns were widely reported along the 
coast and also a small number inland 
at Blashford Lakes. There were just 
two Roseate Tern sightings, at Hill 
Head on 22nd and Hardway-Gosport 
on 27th. 
 
Two Short-eared Owls were reported, 
at Farlington Marshes on 9th and at 
Keyhaven on 15th. A Wryneck was at 
Hayling Island-Sinah Common on 
22nd and subsequently others were 
seen at Hythe on 28th, Farlington 
Marshes from 30th and Hook-with-
Warsash from 31st. Pied Flycatchers 
were less frequent than usual with 
records only from Redenham Park (1st), Southampton Common (11th), 
Yateley Common (12th), Swaythling (28th) and Hayling Island-Northney 
(29th). 

Black Tern Lower Pennington 
1.9.15 Mike Duffy 

Great White Egret Blashford 
Lakes 24.9.15 Mike Duffy 



45 

SEPTEMBER 
 
A largely dry month but with heavy rainfall on 14th, 16th and 22nd. Winds were 
north or north-west from 1st to 7th, then east or south-east from 8th to 13th and 
again from 26th to 30th, otherwise from the west or south-west. 
 
Single Cattle Egrets were over Blashford Lakes on 2nd, at Titchfield Haven from 
2nd to 5th and at Farlington Marshes on 3rd and two were at Keyhaven on 28th 
and 29th. Spoonbills were at Hook-with-Warsash on 6th, Titchfield Haven on 
several dates from 7th to 15th,  Farlington Marshes on 8th and 9th and over 
Calshot on 13th. A juvenile Long-billed Dowitcher was at Keyhaven from 23rd to 
30th. A Grey Phalarope was at Lepe on 15th. A Tawny Pipit was at Gunner Point-
Hayling Island on 5th and a Tree Sparrow at Gilkicker on 6th. A juvenile Barred 
Warbler was ringed at Titchfield Haven on 8th and re-trapped on 10th and a 
Yellow-browed Warbler was at Eastleigh Sewage Farm on 22nd. A first-winter Red
-backed Shrike was at Hayling Oyster Beds on 30th. 
 
There were brief sightings of a Short-tailed eagle over Braishfield (14th) and of a 
Little Swift at Titchfield Haven on 17th & 18th. Eleven Ruddy Shelduck flew north-
east over Locks Heath on 2nd.  

 
Great White Egrets were seen on several 
dates at Blashford Lakes and Fishlake 
Meadows and on 29th one was at both 
Farlington Marshes and Keyhaven and two 
were at Titchfield Haven. Ospreys continued to 
be seen at several sites with the latest at 
Keyhaven on 28th. Roseate Terns were at 
Hardway-Gosport on 1st and 2nd, at Hill Head 
on 8th, 9th and 26th, at Lepe on 10th and at 
Gilkicker on 27th. Wrynecks were at Hook-with
-Warsash from 1st to 5th, IBM Lake on 1st,  
Paulsgrove on 1st, ringed at Titchfield Haven 
on 1st, Farlington Marshes from 2nd to 10th 
and East Boldre on 9th. A Pied Flycatcher was 
at Baddesley Common on 12th. 
 
Autumn migrants were generally in good 
numbers but unusually large numbers of 
Siskins were reported including 162 NE at 
Sandy Point-Hayling Island on 11th, 103 east 
at Lepe on 13th and a further 220 east there 

on 30th, plus smaller numbers at a large number of other sites. 
 
 

Wryneck Hook Links, Warsash 
5.9.15 Bob Joughin 
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       Recent Reports 

 
July-September 2015                                       Richard Carpenter 
 
Around 199 species were seen during the period. This summary focuses on 
larger counts, scarcer species and unexpected localities reported throughout the 
period (capitals indicating less than annual occurrence). Most records are from 
Birdguides and Goingbirding websites: a much more complete picture will even-
tually appear in the Hampshire Bird Report. Regular site summaries by HOS 
members appear monthly in Birdwatching magazine and on the HOS website. 
Sightings refer to single birds unless otherwise stated. Inclusion in this list does 
not indicate that sightings of rarities have been considered by the appropriate 
records committee. 
 
 
Ruddy Shelduck: Locks Heath 11 NE 2/9; Titchfield Haven 21/7 
Garganey: Fleet Pond fem/juv 20/8 & 21/8; Titchfield Haven 31/8 
Ferruginous Duck: Blashford Lakes 27/9 
Quail: Martin Down 2/7, Nether Wallop 2 3/7 
Red-throated Diver: Hill Head 19/9-26/9; Pennington 19/9 
Black-necked Grebe: Blashford Lakes 18/9, 21/9; Hill Head 7/8 
Fulmar: Southampton Water 26/8 
CATTLE EGRET: Ibsley 22 30/8; Normandy 2 W 31/8; Blashford Lakes S 2/9; Titchfield 
Haven 2/9-5/9; Farlington Marshes 3/9; Keyhaven 2 28/9-29/9 
Great White Egret: Blashford Lakes 10/7-28/7, from 17/8; Farlington Marshes 29/9; 
Fishlake Meadows 15/7, 1/8, 3/8, 29/8, 10/9, 13/9, 19/9; Keyhaven 29/9; Titchfield Haven 
2 29/9 
BLACK STORK: Southsea seafront 3 30/7 
WHITE STORK: Rownhams/Southampton Airport 13/7 
Spoonbill: Calshot E 13/9; Farlington Marshes/Langstone Harbour 2 30/8, 8/9; Hook-
with-Warsash N 6/9; Hythe 23/7; Keyhaven/Pennington 5/7; Lepe 2 W 15/9; Titchfield 
Haven 7/9, 9/9-11/9, 2 13/9-15/9 
Marsh Harrier: Bisterne 30/8; Blashford Lakes 27/8-29/8; Brownwich 3 W 20/8; Calshot 
1 W 20/8; Farlington Marshes 29/7, 30/7, 9/8; Fishlake Meadows 17/9; Hayling Island-
Sinah 15/8; Mortimer West End 30/8; Testwood Lakes/Lower Test Marshes 6/8, 14/8; 
Pennington/Keyhaven 8/8, 12/8, 1/9, 13/9, 27/9; Titchfield Haven 1-4 fem/imm 16/7-30/9 
SHORT-TAILED EAGLE: Braishfield 14/9 
Osprey: Ashurst 23/8; Bishopstoke 9/9, 11/9; Blashford Lakes 19/8, 21/8, 6/9, 7/9;  
Faccombe 7/8; Fishlake Meadows 28/7-2/9 max 4 15/8; Fleet Pond 16/9; Hamble Estu-
ary 3/8; Hook-with-Warsash 2/8, 26/8; Keyhaven 28/9; Langstone Harbour 11/7, 8/8-24/9 
max 3 29/8; Lepe 5/9; Longparish 30/8; Lower Test Marshes/Testwood Lakes 2/8-27/8; 
Stockbridge Down 23/8; Swanwick 12/9; Timsbury 27/8; Titchfield Haven 14/8-30/8 max 
2; Winchester SE 3/9 
Little Stint: Blashford Lakes 31/8; Broadmarsh 2/9; Farlington Marshes 
31/8, 17/9; Hill Head/Titchfield Haven 21/8, 22/8, 26/8-28/8; Normandy/Pennington 20/7, 
21/7, 2/8, 14/8, 15/8, 25/8, 12/9-14/9, 2 19/9, 2 28/9 & 30/9; The Vyne 16/8; Titchfield 
Haven 23/9 
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Curlew Sandpiper: Farlington Marshes 
22/8, 8/9; Hook-with-Warsash 15/8, 
Normandy/Pennington 1-2 20/7, 21/7, 8/8, 
10/8, 14/8, 15/8, 13/9-15/9, 28/9, 30/9 
Ruff: Alresford Pond 21/8, 22/8, 25/8; 
Blashford Lakes 7 30/8, 10/9, 2 14/9 & 
15/9; Farlington Marshes 7/9; Lepe 5/9; 
Pennington/Keyhaven 1-3 25/8-13/9; 
Titchfield Haven 3 18/8, 23/8, 1-3 6/9-28/9 
Jack Snipe: Farlington Marshes 2 29/9 
LONG-BILLED DOWITCHER: juvenile at 
Keyhaven 23/9-30/9 
Green Sandpiper: Alresford Pond max 25 
16/7 
Spotted Redshank: Farlington Marshes 
31/8, 2/9, 17/9, 19/9, 24/9, 29/9; 

Keyhaven/Normandy/Pennington 1-6 from 15/8; Titchfield Haven W 23/8 
GREATER YELLOWLEGS: Posbrook Flood/Titchfield Haven 11/4-24/7 
Wood Sandpiper: Alresford Pond 29/7-4/8, 9/8-15/8; Blashford Lakes heard 12/7, 
25/7; Farlington Marshes 11/7; Hayling Oyster Beds 29/8; Harbridge 25/8; Hardway-
Gosport 29/8; Hook-with-Warsash 17/8-26/8; Milford on Sea 4 E 26/8; Pennington 22-
23/8, 24/8, 3 25/8, 27/8, 3 30/8, 1/9; Ripley GP 16/8; Sway heard 12/8; Testwood 
Lakes 16/8, 11/9; Titchfield Haven 5 23/8; Woolmer Pond 4 26/8 
Grey Phalarope: Lepe 15/9 
Arctic Skua: Hayling Island-Sandy Point 3 3/8; Hill Head 21/8, 24/8; Hordle 6/9; Hurst/
Milford 3 E 26/8, 14/8 
Kittiwake: Hill Head juvenile 26/7, juvenile 
25/8; Hurst/Milford 26/8 
Little Gull: Blashford Lakes juvenile17/9; 
Hardway-Gosport juvenile 21/8 
Mediterranean Gull: Brownwich 413 5/8, 1041-
6/9; Hill Head/Titchfield Haven 158 16/7, 250 
17/7, 650 5/9; Hook-with-Warsash 149 16/7, 
188 17/7; Weston Shore 316 23/7; Winchester 
Sewage Farm 812 4/7 
Yellow-legged Gull: Blackbushe 2/8; Fishlake 
Meadows 6/8, Fleet Pond 2/7, 10/8; Hardway-
Gosport 27/7; Hill Head 1-2 1/7-15/9; Keyhaven 
18/8; Longparish 3 16/8;  Lower Test Marshes/
Southampton area max. 6 21/7; Weston Shore 
2 24/8 
Black Tern: Blashford Lakes 1-3 13/8-27/8; Calshot 4 14/8, 2 16/8, 20/8; Hardway-
Gosport 21/8; Hayling Island-Black Point 10/8, 2 23/8, 15 24/8; Hayling Island-Sinah 2 
W 15/8, 22/8; Hill Head/Titchfield Haven 1-7 6/8-25/8; Hurst/Milford E 26/8; Lepe 2 
21/8; Pennington 1-4 10/8-3/9; Portsmouth Harbour 15/8, 25/8; Stokes Bay 2 23/8: 
Testwood Lakes 30/8-4/9; Weston Shore 13/8, 26/8, 3 27/8, 16/9 
Common Tern: Hayling Island-Sinah 1760 15/8 
Roseate Tern: Gilkicker 27/9; Hardway-Gosport 27/8, 1/9, 2/9; Hayling Island-Black 
Point 30/7; Hill Head 22/8, 8/9, 9/9, 26/9; Lepe 10/9 

Curlew Sandpiper Pennington 
17.8.15 David Cuddon 

Little Stint Titchfield Haven 
23.9.15 Mark Wagstaff 
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Razorbill: Hill Head 27/9 
Turtle Dove: Chandlers Ford 25/9; Martin Down up to 4; Weston Common-near 
Lasham 12/7 
Short-eared Owl: Farlington Marshes 9/8; Keyhaven/Pennington 15/8, 3/9 
Swift: Sinah-Hayling Island 692 W 11/7, 744 W 18/7 
LITTLE SWIFT: Titchfield Haven 17/9, 18/9 
BEE-EATER: Pamber Forest 2 S 5/7 
Wryneck: Hayling Island-Sinah Common 22/8; Hythe 28/8; Farlington Marshes 
30/8, 2/9, 8/9, 10/9; Hook-with-Warsash 31/8-5/9; IBM Lake 1/9; Paulsgrove Rec-
lamation 1/9; Titchfield Haven 1/9; East Boldre 9/9 
TAWNY PIPIT: Hayling Island-Gunner Point 5/9 
Sand Martin: Blashford Lakes 1000 15/9 
Swallow: Ibsley 1500+ 18/9; Lepe 900 E 13/9, 1000 29/9; Longparish 1000 18/9; 
Trigpoint Hill-Timsbury 915 S 7/9 
House Martin: Blashford Lakes 500 15/9; Fleet Pond 700 14/9; Hook-with-
Warsash 1000-26/9; Trigpoint Hill-Timsbury 1750 25/9; Tweseldown Racecourse 
3900 W 20/9 
BARRED WARBLER: Titchfield Haven juv ringed 8/9, re-trapped 10/9 
Yellow-browed Warbler: Eastleigh Sewage Farm 22/9 
Pied Flycatcher: Redenham Park 1/8; Southampton Common 11/8; Yateley 
Common 12/8; Swaythling 28/8; Hayling Island-Northney 29/8; Baddesley  
Common 12/9 
Red-backed Shrike: Beaulieu Heath/Crockford Bridge-New Forest 25/7-29/7; 
Hayling Oyster Beds 30/9 
Tree Sparrow: Gilkicker 6/9 
Siskin: Lepe 103 E 13/9, 220 E 30/9; Sandy Point-Hayling Island 162 NE 11/9; 
Sinah-Hayling Island 64 W 18/7 
 

PLEASE SEND RECORDS TO THE COUNTY RECORDER SO THAT 
THEY CAN BE INCLUDED IN THE HOS DATABASE AND HAMPSHIRE 
BIRD REPORT. SEND TO: 
 
Keith Betton, 8 Dukes Close, Folly Hill, Farnham, GU9 0DR (Tel. 01252 
724068) Email: keithbetton@hotmail.com 
 
Records can be submitted as an email attachment using the Recording 
Form available from the home page of the HOS website:  
http://www.hos.org.uk/ 
 
Thank you 
 

Richard Carpenter 

mailto:keithbetton@hotmail.com
http://www.hos.org.uk/
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         Membership  
     Subscriptions & Renewals 
 
Please contact the Membership Secretary: 
Kay Shillitoe, ‘Westerley’, Hundred Acres Road, Wickham,   
PO17 6HY.  Tel: 01329 833086  Email: kay@shillitoe.freeserve.co.uk  

 
All renewals and subscription enquiries should go to Kay Shillitoe at the 
address above. Please encourage your friends to join—see the web site for 
further details or contact Kay for an application form. Please include your 
name, or names, and address in any correspondence and send cheques with 
the appropriate subscription payable to HOS. 
 

Current Subscription Rates:  
Ordinary member : £12 
Membership for household: £12  
Junior members (under 18): £5 

 
Application forms can also be downloaded from our web site:       

             www.hos.org.uk 

Contacts 
County Keith Betton     01252 724068 
Recorder         8 Dukes Close, Folly Hill 
                         Farnham, GU9 0DR. 
                         keithbetton@hotmail.com 
 

Honorary John Shillitoe   01329 833086 
Secretary ‘Westerly’, Hundred Acres Road 
                         Wickham, PO17  6HY. 
                              john@shillitoe.freeserve.co.uk  
  

Sales Officer Bryan Coates   023 8025 2960    
 8 Gardner Way, Chandler’s Ford,   
                         Eastleigh, SO53 1JL. 
                         sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk 
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Kingfisher No. 149 Pictures 
 
Front Cover  Wryneck Warsash 3.9.15 Gareth Rees 
 
Page 11 Above left: Great Spotted Woodpeckers Headley Down 21.7.15 John 
Wichall; above right: Common Terns Blashford Lakes 14.7.15 David Cuddon; be-
low left: Great Crested Grebes Blashford Lakes 31.7.15 David Cuddon; below 
right: Swallows New Forest 8.8.15 Martin Bennett 
 
Page 19  Above left: Nuthatch Blashford 28.8.15 Trevor Carpenter; above right: 
Cormorant Farlington 1.8.15 Trevor Carpenter; below left: Grey Heron Blashford 
10.9.15 John Wichall; below right: Common Buzzard Southampton Common 
25.9.15 Andy Tew 
 
Page 42 Top: Kestrel Farlington 29.7.15 Trevor Carpenter; middle right: Hobby 
New Forest 15.7.15 Terry Jenvey; middle left: Kestrel Farlington 15.9.15 Gareth 
Rees; bottom: Common Buzzard  New Forest 12.8.15 Terry Jenvey 
 
Back Page  Woodpigeon juvenile Headley Down 22.7.15 John Wichall  
 
Note: Any otherwise non-credited photographs are by the  
authors of the respective articles 
 

**************************************************** 
 
Please continue to send your articles and 
observations, by email or letters, however short or lengthy to:  
photos@hos.org.uk 
 
All pictures could subsequently be sent to the Hampshire Bird Re-
port  and for future HOS publications. We welcome and  enjoy all of 
your pictures and  articles, even those we may not use immediately. 
 
If possible, right click and ‘rename’ the jpeg file giving the species, 
where and when and do not forget your name  
 

DO NOT FORGET OUR FORUM – ‘hoslist ‘-  and our sightings pro-

gramme – ‘goingbirding’.   

See www.hos.org.uk for easy  access to these. 

DEADLINE FOR SPRING 2016 KINGFISHER 
 KINGFISHER   1st January 2016 (but see Editorial) 
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